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T 6 Up ° n tW ° different occasions, the seven¬ 
teenth and twenty-first days after admission, experienced, but sub¬ 
sided shortly after free evacuations had been obtained by injections 
and the admin, stratum of anodynes. About the first part of thesixth 
week, the diarrhoea alluded to previously, occurred, and it continu¬ 
ed, more or less, for upwards of two weeks, or until the latter end of 
October. It had a very decided effect over his general health. The 
powers of he stomach became greatly enfeebled’, nutrition much im¬ 
paired, and very great emaciation induced: in fine, our patient was 
brought almost to the very verge of the grave. From the character 

ollvthi' 1 h har f 1 VVT T 7 a,,parent ’ that tl,e imitation affected not 
only the bowels, but also the liver. The means used for counteract- 

laifdsn 6 dlarrh0Ca ’. COnS1Sted P nncl P al >y of castor oil, alone or with 
a danum, given internally, of antacid astringents with laudanum. 

of demu cent anodyne injections. Since the first of Novem- 
ber, Ins bowels have continued, generally, in pretty n- 00 d order 
and Ins digestion has gone on as well as could L/bfenex£c'- 

Last are Sti " Sma "’ th0 “S h not -r so much ema- 
c ated as they were, in consequence of the diarrhoea. His gene- 
ral strength is increasing, and for a month past he has been^ble 

LCedTo k th T Ved ab ° Ut thC " ard ’ in a Chair " i^ 1 wheels ai¬ 
rs it 1,1 h 7 , n0t permiUin S Mm t0 b c ^ken into the open 

air. as it has been very disagreeable for several weeks past. 

Hospital, 31 si December, 1827. 


Anr XI. Observations on the inefficiency of the cathartic powers of 
Rhubarbarme, with some Remarks on the different varieties of Rhu¬ 
barb. By George W. Carpenter, of Philadelphia. 1 

There is perhaps no maxim more generally admitted, than that 
there is no rule without an exception.” Amongthe discoveries and 
re earches 1.1 the various departments of arts, science, and manufac¬ 
tures there is occasionally found one which, (either from beingover- 
rated by too hasty an observation, or defective from difficulties in the 
manufacture or construction,) fails to support the characters assigned 
1 v its discoverer, or by those who may have described it. When 
an instance of this description is discovered, anyone having full evi- 
unce of the fact, should consider it his duty to point out the error, 
'egetable chemistry has added to our materia medica a catalogue 
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of highly useful and important remedies, among which stand conani 
cuous qumme, c.nchonine, morphine, strychnine, coniine,* piperin/ 
nort th . fc > h ave continued after a full and extensive trial to sum 
port the characters ongmally assigned them, with the exception 5 
one, which is the subject of the present communication. 

of ‘ Sn?reeal),e “ h I s for me t0 criticise the writings and discover,5 
of men. eminent in the profession, yet for the promotion of science 
and the propagation of truth, I shall not hesitate to do so, and feel 
confident that ,n this I shall meet with their approbation, inasmS 
as the error was altogether inadvertent, and their object exclusive!^ 
to give the article its true and real characters. 

A chemical principle discovered by M. Pfaff, and also preparer 

from d T'’ 3 , "T nSUished d,Cmist of MiIan > ^ been obtained 
from the rheum palmatum. M. Nani denominated this principle sul 

phate of rhubarb, which name it still retains. M. Nani reports the 
article to be cathartic in doses of a few grains, and to possess mam 
advantages over the rhubarb, from the circumstance of its 22 
an uniform activity, while the different kinds of rhubarb have quafi 

2SErr in many cases thc ^« -y q t 

From the high commendation of this medicine, I was induced a- 

thearticTe Ce as th 6 " 6 ? 1 ° fthis cit * f ° Prepare some’ rf 

I aci lv^ er !5 ,,0t yet bcen an - v rece 'ved in this counter, 
t accordingly adopted a process founded on that of Nani, but with 

tlTphT l lTT’ am ‘ pUblished my formula with observations!. 

SUliSiLT ° f ‘ he 1 Medical a °d Physical Sciences, andi. 
SUIiman s Journal—from which it was translated and inserted into 
the Bulletin des Sciences Medicales, for April, 1826 , with someed 
tonal remarks. Although I feel bound to acknowledge that I 2 

aWeroble portion t Ce , “ “ Phi,aJcl P hia * »nd have sent a com 

snlerable portion to physicians in different parts of thc United States 

,7 -J->6 Hiat my „„ 

submitted to the judgment and experience of those who were engaged 

in ‘“n? T Ch t0 bC rcsrctted tlut the c °mus florida should yield the cornin' 
m so m,, le a proportion as ,0 prevent the discoverer from supplying Z " 

Zen bZ'" C h “ Unif0rm ' y SU PP° rtl -' d dle character and descrip,in, 
Lls of tlie hfZt , r ;, ' G r M0rt J 0n ’ a " d ‘ he aUtI,0r Produce tcsL 
boratinjr this siteme'? 0 "?r rom r CrCnt PartS ° f "' e Uni,ed S,a,es c " m ' 
cornine in the treatm^t oflnZnte^ts Pr °° fS ° f ° f ' h ' 

t See Bib. Univer. July, 1823, also Silliman’s Journal, vol. 7, page 385. 
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in die practice of medicine. My paper went to press early after I 
had prepared the article, and before I could collect sufficient facts to 
justify any conclusions as to its effects in the hands of those who had 
first employed it in this city; my observations, therefore, in relation 
to its vrtues were upon the authority of M. Nani, and although mo- 
uified a little, and commending less its cathartic energy, were, never¬ 
theless, greater than it merited, and further experiments have war- 
ranted. 

| The physicians who first employed this medicine were so disap¬ 
pointed with its activity, that I was apprehensive of having failed in 
some part of die process for its manufacture. I therefore prepared 
it with great care several successive times, both according to the for¬ 
mula of Nam and my modified process, but with the same result; in 
order to prove positively there was no defect in the manufacture, I 
sent to Pans and procured it of the manufacture of Pelletier, which 
was found to be equally feeble, if not more so, dian that which I pre¬ 
pared—proving beyond question that die powers of the rhubarbarine 
had been much overrated. That manufactured by Pelletier required 
a larger dose than the extract of rhubarb prepared according to my 
formula in the Philadelphia Journal of the Medical and Physical 
Sciences. I have taken several times twenty grains and upwards 
without its producing a cathartic effect. 

The rhubarbarine resembles more an extract than any of the vege- 
table principles. It is solid, dark brown, opaque, possessing die odour 
of rhubarb, and a taste slightly nauseous and bitter, it is deliquescent, 
and very soluble in water, alcohol, and mther. I cannot consider 
this to be the active principle of rhubarb, as a considerable portion of 
cathartic matter is retained by solution in the water, from which the 
rhubarbarine is precipitated. The term sulphate of rhubarb is an ex¬ 
tremely improper application, as there is no sulphuric acid in its 
composition. The sulphuric acid first employed in the acidulated 
decoction is entirely decomposed by lime with which the rhubarbarine 
is precipitated perfectly uncombined with acid, it is then taken up by 
alcohol, separating it from the sulphate of lime. The alcohol con¬ 
taining the rhubarbarine is then evaporated until the latter is 
o tamed in the form above described. It is evident therefore, that 
from this process there can be no sulphuric acid in its composition, 
and that the term sulphate of rhubarb is not applicable. I several 
times used the term in my former paper, as it was originally 
esdowed up it, and its use was sanctioned by custom and authority. 

I he process for manufacturing the rhubarbarine is expensive, 
an ffie prmiimtgnttH, which renders it as costly as the sulphate of 
No. II—Feb. 1828 . [421 
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in ' Fort “ t "»> »■ <»• fs«= 

The rhubarb of commerce differs materially in activity, and great 

so thatch ‘ S P '' aCtlSed . m selectln g a nd artificially preparing the roots 

lia or Tu e rk Same T C,eS ' V,1 ' fre<|Uent '- y be B0ld for ^st India, W 
sia, or Turkey, and command corresponding prices. 

I-our varieties of rhubarb are indigenous and cultivated in France 

. the rheum palmatum, compactum, undulatum, and rhaponticum' 

T Ver ’ 0f the palmatum ’ has -used the cul Z 
tion of the others to be neglected or abandoned. The differ»nce be 

China ami T“ V L tJOfthe F 7’ Ch and En S llsh rh ubarb, and that of 

thr e v "l ( {’, ,S CaUS by the 3 S e of the wots the former after 
three 3 ears growth decaying in the ground, while the latter are not 

ia andTurk f J' ear of their growth. The Chi-' 

f - a d T “ rke J rhubarb grows without culture in almost any situ.- 

n, the French and English requires a moist soil and a particular 
gree 0 exposure, and also considerable attention in cultivation 
The former possesses a colour more fixed, a stronger odour, and 

Sino U us e and° h at H ^ ^ bUter ~ the latter ’ a *“* ""ire m , 
ctlagtnous and herbaceous, and evidently a less degree of strenrtf 

From chemica! analysis, first made by Mr. H^nvf and aftenvS 

of China 6 h h te K M ' Caventon ’* we find that one hundred parti 
of China rhubarb contain seventy-four parts soluble in alcohoLd 

but^ixty four qU tlm' ty ^ ^ Cul ‘ ivated rheum Palmatum furnished 
t! ’ e com P ac,u m but fifty, the undulatum but this 

turn s nroid t !^ a P ont,cum but thirty. Thus the rheum pal.,,,- 

sTnfer r to the rh em ° St , aCtiVe ° f ‘ he indi S enous species, be 
s inferior to the China. It is proved that the strength of (he 

indigenous rhubarb increases with its age, but as it cannot fi™ 

attain ^ zsn « 

rnov q u T ! « > ' Umerous experiments made by Dr. Gror- 
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